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I had just turned three years old when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.  I must have seen a lot of horrifying events, yet I have only fragmented memories since I was a toddler.  I was often playing with one-year older boy who was living near my house.
I remember watching a forest fire in the west towards Koi, which was burning red furiously for three days.  At the moment of the bombing, I was inside the house in Ushita-machi where is the northern part of Hiroshima City located about 2 kilometers away from the blast center. 

In the morning of Aug. 6, my father returned home and was taking a nap after finishing his night shift as an air-raid guard.  He worked at the Hiroshima Communications Bureau, located just 1.2 kilometers from the blast center.  He would have died if he had remained on sentry duty on the roof. 

Surprised by the intense flash, he jumped to his feet and rushed to the stairs of the second floor.  At that moment, he was blown down to the bottom of the stairs.  All windowpanes of the house were blown off, except for the diamond-cut glass of the cupboard in the kitchen.  The roof was torn off, and at night we could see the moon from the room.

I was playing at the entrance and was miraculously safe. 

My mother was at a sunlit room near the entrance, and the broken pieces of glass stuck in her body.  Fortunately, there was a neighbor who was a nurse.  She treated her wounds.    
My 10 month-old sister was usually sleeping facing a sunny window, but luckily, on that day she was sleeping behind a big bag of futon (Japanese-style bedding) in the room, and with her back towards the window, she was uninjured.  

By chance, a relative’s newly wedded couple had stayed at our house since last night, because the husband was scheduled to go into the military service.  That morning, they left for the Fifth Division Headquarters, where is just 700 meters from ground zero.  My father soon went there to check on their safety.  
He found all the soldiers were dead at the training ground.  As their bodies were charred, he could not identify him.  He gave up finding him and returned home.

On his way back home, however, my father found the young wife, who got severe burns and collapsed by the road.  He hurried to fetch a two-wheeled cart, which he borrowed from a nearby farmer.  After bringing her back, Father treated her burns with zinc oil, which he obtained from the nurse living next door.  I remember the deadly stinky odor of the maggot-infested burns.  Though I don’t remember clearly, I seemed to try to console her at her bedside, saying, “The enemy planes are bad lots.” 

The young widow remarried later.  She had keloid scars which spread from her neck to the chest.  Perhaps because of them, she used to complain the heat of every summer.  She was grateful to our family for having saved her.  After marriage, she got a baby, but sadly the child was mentally deficient, and 25 years after the bombing, she died of thyroid cancer.  I believe that her cancer was caused by the A-bomb radiation.

I felt indignant to know by media reports that those who engaged in the Manhattan Project expected the enormous explosive power of the atomic bomb; however, they had no idea about the long-lasting damage and aftereffects to be caused by radiation, because that is indeed unique and devilish nature of nuclear weapons.
In a press conference held in September 1945, General Thomas Farrell, who was deputy in Manhattan Project, said that the death toll in Hiroshima and Nagasaki would rise no further; and no one in either city was suffering from radiation.  It was an outrageous lie.
At the end of that summer, when a rumor was going around in Hiroshima that vegetation would not grow for another 75 years, my family moved to Tottori Prefecture to live with my grandparents.  Father remained alone in Hiroshima due to his work.  I remember that I was taken into a crowded train through a window.  My sisters had already been sent there from Hiroshima where food was running out, and had attended an elementary school from their house. 

One year later Father came to Tottori to live with us after his request for a job transfer was granted.  But, 18 years later, he had to have surgery to remove his stomach due to stomach cancer, and 24 years later, he died of maxillary (upper jaw) cancer at age 60.  At that time, it is not common to inform a diagnosis of cancer to patients and I did not have questions about the cause of his death, but now I am sure that his cancers were caused by the effects of A-bomb radiation.  If not, what is the cause?

Last year, 72 years after the A-bombing, I myself received a diagnosis of thyroid cancer and parathyroid tumor and had an operation.  Quite unexpectedly, I was caught by radiation-related sicknesses.  The A-bomb aftereffects are still tormenting us.
The Hibakusha's lawsuits for the certification of their diseases as A-bomb related have been continuing at various parts of Japan.  Until all Hibakushas die out, this struggle will not end.
Nuclear weapons existing today are said to have 1000 times more destructive power than the Hiroshima- and Nagasaki-type bombs.  Human beings will be annihilated if a nuclear war breaks out.  Nuclear weapons are beyond human control. 
Last year the world witnessed a big step forward towards the abolition of nuclear weapons.  On July 7, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was adopted in the UN with the support of 122 countries; and in December, International Campaign for Abolition of Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
We the Hibakusha are full of joy to see such progress which will bring our long-term earnest desire for a nuclear weapon-free world into reality. 

The preamble of the Treaty says that it is “mindful of the unacceptable suffering of and harm caused to the victims of the use of nuclear weapons (hibakusha), and recognizes the efforts to that end undertaken by the hibakusha. Highly appreciating the efforts of the Hibakusha, Article 6 of the treaty provides the obligation of state parties to provide assistance to the victims based on international humanitarian and human rights law.

Japan is the only country to have suffered the atomic bombing during wartime.  The Japanese government, however, boycotted the UN negotiation conference which led to the adoption of the Treaty.  It has publicly announced that it will neither sign nor ratify the treaty. We cannot help but feel quite upset about this attitude.
Attending the peace ceremonies held in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the Japanese government has pledged to play a role of bridging between nuclear weapon states and non-nuclear weapon states with a view to achieving a world without nuclear weapons. But the word of “bridging” serves covering up the real attitude of the government that plays no leading role and runs counter to international public opinion.

Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations (Nihon-Hidankyo) has carried on the international signature campaign in support of the Appeal of the Hibakusha for the elimination of nuclear weapons.  We the Hibakusha have worked so hard, but we did not expect that the Treaty was adopted in such a short time.  The treaty will enter into force 90 days after it is ratified by 50 states.  The number of those ratified so far is just 11.  It may take 2 to 3 years for the effectuation of the treaty.  When the treaty enters into force, all activities of nuclear weapons, including production, transfer and financial assistance, get prohibited.

President Trump of the U.S. Announced the new “Nuclear Poster Review” (NPR) in February this year, in which outrageous policies were put forward, such as the development of low-yield new type nuclear weapons and use of nuclear weapons to conventional attacks.  Responding to this move, Russia also announced the review of its nuclear strategy.  Ongoing arms race between the two superpowers bears the aspect of going back to the Cold War era. Low-yield nuclear weapons still have enormous destructive power.  If a single such bomb is used, it would lead to chain reaction of use of nuclear weapons and bring about the annihilation of humanity.      
Humans cannot coexist with nuclear weapons.  In order to create a truly peaceful world, nuclear weapons must be banned and eliminated without delay.  This task should be pursued through peaceful means such as dialogue based on human wisdom. We also oppose war. War does not bring any resolution to regional disputes. Let us work together to achieve a world without nuclear weapons.
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